Basis Statement

16 - Department of Public Safety

163 - Maine Emergency Medical Services (Maine EMS)

Chapters 1 through 17
The Maine Emergency Medical Services Act of 1982, as set forth in Chapter 2-B of Title 32 of the Maine Revised Statutes Annotated, established the Maine Emergency Medical Services (“Maine EMS”) for the “coordination and integration of all state activities concerning emergency medical services and the overall planning, evaluation, coordination, facilitation and regulation of the emergency medical services systems.” The Act requires Maine EMS to adopt rules appropriate to carry out the purposes, requirements and goals of the chapter.
In 2008 and 2009, Maine EMS undertook a comprehensive review of its rules.  The following changes are proposed to clarify, update or change terms in the rules to better conform to Maine EMS’s statutory obligations. The following changes additionally seek to enhance Maine EMS’s ability to monitor the provision of emergency medical services in Maine and ensure that such services are appropriately delivered by updating and clarifying the rules regarding the training, examination and licensure requirements of persons and services. 
Chapter Number and Title of Rule:

Chapter 1:  Missions and Goals of the Maine EMS System
The term “emergency medical dispatcher” is added to update the description of the Maine EMS system.
Chapter 2:  Definitions
The changes update and clarify existing terms that are used throughout the 
Maine EMS rules and provide definitions for new terms which are added throughout the rules. 
Chapter 3: Ground Ambulance Service and Non-Transporting Service Licenses
The changes add a fee for services applying for a Paramedic Interfacility Transfer permit, permit a service to apply for a single license to operate from multiple locations, remove references to regional medical director or regional council approval requirements and make technical changes to inspection requirements. 
Chapter 3-A:  Emergency Medical Dispatch Service Certification
The changes make terminology in the rules consistent with their usage in Title 32, M.R.S.A., Chapter 2-B and clarify the responsibility of EMD Center directors regarding notification of staffing changes.
Chapter 4:  Air Ambulance Services Licenses
Several changes are made with regard to air ambulance services requirements, primarily but not exclusively to those providing scene response services. The changes incorporate emerging safety and performance issues for helicopter EMS services. Consistent with the requirement for other types of EMS services, patient run reports must be submitted in an approved electronic format within 72 hours. 
Chapter 5:  Personnel Licenses
The changes clarify when a licensee may perform emergency medical treatment, remove outdated references to continuing education and license examinations, permit a licensee to renew an expired license with continuing education to two years, require the disclosure of civil infractions for alcohol and drugs by a license applicant, and removes the disclosure requirement for juvenile adjudications for applicants.
Chapter 5-A:  Emergency Medical Dispatcher Certification
The changes are intended to make the terminology in this section consistent with that in Title 32, M.R.S.A., Chapter 2-B.  The changes additionally establish a deadline of July 1, 2010, for transition to a newly established statewide EMD training program and protocol. 
Chapter 6:  Advanced Life Support Drugs and Medications
The changes remove unnecessary chapter references.
Chapter 7:  State Licensure Examinations
The changes clarify eligibility and testing standards for persons seeking examination for licensure.
Chapter 8:  Training Courses and Continuing Education Programs Used for 

Licensure
The changes allow approved Training Centers to provide licensure courses and allow additional distributive learning programs to be used for continuing education purposes.
Chapter 9:  Instructor/Coordinator Certification
The changes replace “certification” with “license” to better conform to the language in Title 32, M.R.S.A., Chapter 2-B and additionally require that applicants for an Instructor Coordinator license disclose on their application any civil infractions involving alcohol or drugs.
Chapter 9-A: Emergency Medical Dispatch Training, Instructors and      Continuing Education Programs
The changes clarify the Board’s role in establishing and approving training 

requirements for licensees and instructors.
Chapter 10:  Reciprocity
The change clarifies the requirements for reciprocity. 
Chapter 11: Standards and Procedures for Refusing to Issue or Renew a License, and for Modifying, Suspending, or Revoking a License
There are no changes.
Chapter 12:  Procedures for Licensing Actions and Board Actions
There are grammatical changes only.
Chapter 13:  Waiver of Rules
There are no changes.
Chapter 14:  Sexual Misconduct
The change amends the definition of “sexual impropriety” to better conform to the intent of the statute.  
Chapter 15: Maine EMS Regions and Regional Councils
One change clarifies the language of the existing rule with regards to when and how changes may be made to service affiliations within regional designations. A second change removes language which would otherwise permit a Regional Medical Director to withdraw approval of a licensee’s ability to practice within that director’s region with the licensee’s consent. This is consistent with other changes through out the Rules.
Chapter 16:  Death Benefits for Emergency Medical Services Persons Who Die in the Line of Duty
There are grammatical changes only.
Chapter 17:  Equipment Lists for Maine EMS Services and Regional EMS Radio  Frequencies
The changes update the equipment list to conform to Maine EMS Protocols.
Effective dates of the changes will be October 1, 2009 for Chapters 1-16 and January 1, 2010 for Chapter 17. The effective dates were established to allow the system time to prepare for changes contained within the adopted rules.

Statutory authority for these rules may be found in the Maine Emergency Medical Services Act of 1982, 32 M.R.S.A. Chapter 2-B, §§ 81 et seq.
